











Wine is one of the most civilized things in the world

and one of the natural things of the world that has been
brought to the greatest perfection, and it offers a greater
range of enjoyment and appreciation than possibly any other
pure sensory thing which may be purchased.

Ernest Hemingway
The Sun Also Rises













INTRODUCTION TO THE COLLECTION

The excellence of a collection depends upon the knowledge, taste and dedication
of the collector. A cellar of fine and rare wines is no exception. Knowledge of what to
buy and when to buy it must be matched by dedication in ensuring that the collection
is balanced and fits the use for which it is intended. This need for balance is
perhaps the most overlooked feature in evaluating wine cellars today. To be balanced,
a collection should not only include representatives from the great wines of the world,
but should extend to vintages and varieties which will ensure that most tastes and
most occasions, ranging from formal meals to informal gatherings,can be adequately
and elegantly catered by appropriate selections.

A collection of this scope is rare indeed, and creating such a cellar becomes
increasingly difficult with each passing year. However, beyond the many years
necessary to assemble such a cellar, the maintenance of the collection calls for
conditions of storage which are difficult to meet.The physical facilitics, temperature
controls, humidity, absence of vibration, darkness, and above all, the constant

monitoring of the development of wines in the collection, call for a rare level of
concern and expertise.

The Benjamin Ichinose collection of wines was assembled to provide its owner
with personal and social pleasure. Wine is fragile and perishable. Ultimately, the
value of rarity depends for the most part on the owner's ability to maintain optimum
conditions for comfortable survival over the longest period of time. Few collections
have been as carefully and consistently pampered as this one. In the process, wines
reaching their peak have been identified and have appropriately provided unique
moments of pleasure for host and guests. More importantly, the collection has been
strengthened since the removal of wines was never at the capricious demand of an
unrelenting public (as in so many restaurant collections), but was patiently governed

by serious interest in increasing both the knowledge and the pleasure of those who
shared in the experience.

The physical conditions in the cellar are close to perfect. There are three separate
storage rooms for optimal aging of the various types of wines. The 497 cellar contains
old red wines and all white wines. This temperature tends to hold mature wines and
prevent decay, while it allows the white wines to slowly reach a peak of perfection
which they would not achieve if they were aged warmer, and therefore faster. The 54°
cellar contains younger red wines up to 30 years old. The 58° cellar is for younger
fortified wines, sherrys, ports and madeiras. Fortified wines up to 5C years old must be
stored at a higher temperature than other reds to ensure proper maturation.

The cellar is humidified to 70% and is earthquake protected. Set below ground, it
is subject to minimum vibrations, and has been professionally managed by an
experienced cellar master. He has ensured that conditions of storage are maintained
and monitored the progress of the wine as it reaches maturity.

On the following pages wines are grouped by country of origin and listed by year,
in appropriate sections. Significant statistics on the collection are provided in the final
chapters of the book, and selected comments from those who have had an opportunity
to view the collection recently are also included.
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1959 cont.

Canzemer Altenberg, feinste Auslese, Fuder 5901
(Bischofliches Priesterseminar)

Canzemer Altenberg, Trockenbeerenauslese
(Bischofliches Priesterseminar)

Dhronhofberger, Auslese, Fuder 1904
(Bischofliches Priesterseminar)

Dhronhofberger, Trockenbeerenauslese
(Bischofliches Priesterseminar)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, feine Auslese (Rautenstrauch)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, feinste Auslese, Fuder 63
(Rautenstrauch)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Beerenauslese (Rautenstrauch)
Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fuder 132

(Rautenstrauch)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Burgberg, Auslese, Fuder 64

(Rautenstrauch)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Kronenberg, feinste Auslese,

Fuder 71 (Rautenstrauch)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberg, Kronenberger, feinste Auslese,

Fuder 125 (Rautenstrauch)
Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Kronenberg,
Trockenbeerenauslese (Rautenstrauch)
Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Trockenbeerenauslese
(Werner Tyrell)
Eitelsbacher Marienholz, feine Auslese, Fuder F-9203
(Bischofliches Konvikt)
Erdener Buklay, feine Auslese, Fuder F-4 (F. H. Weber)
Erdener Treppchen, feine Spatlese, Fuder F-3462 (Weber)
Falkenstein Hofberg, feinste Auslese Natur
(Friedrich Wilhelm Gymnasium)
Falkenstein Hofberg, Trockenbeerenauslese
(Friedrich Wilhelm Gymnasium)
Graacher Himmelreich und Bernkasteler Schwanen,
Trockenbeerenauslese (Meyerhoft)
Graacher Himmelreich, Hoch feine Auslese, Fuder 76
{Meyerhoff)
Graacher Himmelreich, feine Auslese, Fuder 13 (J. J. Pruem)
Jesuitengarten, feine Auslese, Fuder 9225
(Friedrich Wilhelm Gymnasium)
Josephshofer, Trockenbeerenauslese (von Kesselstatt)
Josephshofer, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fuder 2016
(von Kesselstatt)
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1959 cont.

Kanzemer Berg, feinste Auslese, Fuder F-1 (von Othegraven)
Kanzemer Kelterberg, Auslese, Fuder F-12 (Vereinigt
Hospitien)
Kaseler Kernagle, feinste Auslese, Fuder F-9139
{Bischofliches Konvikt)
Kaseler Kernagle, Trockenbeerenauslese
(Bischofliches Konvikt)
Kaseler Kernagel, feine Auslese (Patheiger)
Kaseler Nies'chen, Beerenauslese (Bischofliches
Priesterseminar)
Kaseler Neisgen, feinste Auslese (Erben)
Maximin Grunhauser Herrenberg, Beerenauslese (von Schubert)
Maximin Grunhauser Herrenberg, hochfeine Beerenauslese
(von Schubert)
Maximin Grunhauser Herrenberg, Trockenbeerenauslese
(von Schubert)
Maximin Grunhauser Herrenberg, Edelste Trockenbeerenauslese
(von Schubert)
Niedermenninger Herrenberg, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fuder 9303
(von Kesselstatt)
Oberemmeler Hutte, feinste Auslese (von Hovel)
Ockfener Bockstein, Beerenauslese (Dr. Fischer)
Piesporter Goldtropfchen, Auslese, Fuder 9413
(Bischofliches Konvikt)
Piesporter Goldtropfchen, hochfeine Auslese
{Bischofliches Konvikt)
Piesporter Goldtropfchen, feinste Spatauslese, Fuder 9152
(von Kesselstatt)
Piesporter Goldtropfchen, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fuder 9107
{von Kesselstatt)
Scharzhofberger, feine Auslese (E. Mueller)
Scharzhofberger, feine Auslese, Fuder 11 (E. Mueller)
Scharzhofberger, feinste Auslese (E. Mueller)
Scharzhofberger, Beerenauslese, Fuder 66 (E. Mueller)
Scharzhofberger, Trockenbeerenauslese (E. Mueller)
Scharzhofberger, feinste Auslese (Vereinigte Hospitien)
Scharzhofberger und Scharzberger, feinste Auslese (von Hovel)
Serriger Vogelsang, Spatlese (Staatlichen)
Serriger Vogelsang, Auslese (Staatlichen)
Serriger Wirzberger Herrenberg, Trockenbeerenauslese
{(von Schorlemer)
Trier Kreuzberg, Edelbeerenauslese (Landes-Weinbaulehranstalt)
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1959 cont.

Trier Kreuzberg, Edelbeerenauslese (Staatsweinguter)
Trittenheimer Apotheke, Auslese, Fuder 2911

(Bischofliches Priesterseminar)
Trittenheimer Apotheke, feinste Auslese (Schmitt)
Uerziger Wurzgarten, feine Spatlese (Berres)
Uerziger Wurzgarten, feinste Auslese, Fuder 3847 (M. Weber)
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Spatlese, Fuder 38 (J. J. Pruem)
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Auslese, Fuder 46 (J. 1. Pruem)
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, feine Auslese, Fuder 84 (J. J. Pruem)
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, feine Auslese, Fuder 48 (J. J. Pruem)
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, feinste Auslese, Fuder 14 (J. J. Pruem)
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, feinste Auslese, Fuder 74 (J. J. Pruem)
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, feinste Auslese, Fuder 76 (J.J. Pruem )
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Beerenauslese (J. J. Pruem)
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Trockenbeerenauslese (J. J. Pruem)
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, feine Spatlese (J. J. Pruem)
Wehlener-Zeltinger Sonnenuhr, feinste Auslese, Fuder 77

(J. J. Pruem)
Wiltingen Braune Kupp, Spatlese, Fuder F-54 (Le Gallais)
Wiltingen Braune Kupp, feinste Auslese (Le Gallais)
Wiltingen Braune Kupp, feinste Auslese, Fuder 25 (Le Gallais)
Wiltingen Braune Kupp, feinste Auslese, Fuder 51 (Le Gallais)
Wiltingen Braunfels, Auslese (Nassauer Bros.)
Wiltingen Kupp, Auslese, Fuder 6916 (Bischofliches

Priesterseminar)
Wiltingen Kupp, feinste Auslese, Fuder 6901

(Bischofliches Priesterseminar)
Wiltingen Kupp, Trockenbeerenauslese

(Bischofliches Priesterseminar
Zeller Schlossberg-Burglay, feinste Auslese (Michael Schneider)

1960
Wehlener-Zeltinger Sonnenuhr, feinste Auslese (J. J. Pruem)

1961

Bernkastler Lay, Spatlese (J. J, Pruem)

Bernkastler, Spatlese Eiswein (Schwanen-Meyerhof)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Sang, Auslese, Fuder 78
(Rautenstrauch)

Kaseler Pichter, Eiswein-Edelwein, Fuder 1245 (von Kesselstatt)

Scharzhofberger, Natur (E. Mueller)

Uerziger Schwarlay (Sigmund Loehb)
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1962
Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Eiswein, feinste Spatlese (Schnider)

1964

Ayl Kupp, feine Auslese (Kramp-Eilenz)

Ayl Kupp, feinste Auslese (Kramp-Eilenz)

Bernkastler Badstube, Auslese, Fuder 9 (J. J. Pruem)

Bernkastler Doktor, Spatlese (Thanisch)

Bernkastler Lay, Spatlese (Thanisch)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Burgberg, feine Auslese
Fuder 66 (Rautenstrauch)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Kronenberg, Spatlese,
Fuder F-5 (Rautenstrauch)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Kronenberg, Auslese,
Fuder 22 {Rautenstrauch)

Eitelsbacher Karthauserhofberger, Kronenberg, feine Auslese,
Fuder 11 (Rautenstrauch)

Graacher Himmelreich, feine Auslese, Fuder 30 (J. J. Pruem)

Josephshofer, feinste Auslese, Fuder 9002 (von Kesselstatt)

Josephshoter, feinste Auslese, Fuder 4054 (von Kesselstatt)

Kanzemer Berg, feinste Auslese, Fuder F-7 (von Othegraven)

Kanzemer Berg, feine Auslese, Fuder F-30 (von Othegraven)

Ockfener Bockstein, Spatlese, Fuder 25 (Dr. Fischer)

Ockfener Bockstein, Aulsese, Fuder 9 (Dr. Fischer)

Piesporter Goldtropfchen, Auslese (Bischofliches Konvikt)

Piesporter Goldtropfchen, feine Auslese (Bischofliches Konvikt)

Scharzberger, Spatlese, Fuder 665 (von Volxem)

Scharzhofberger, Spatlese, Fuder 7 (E. Mueller)

Scharzhofberger, Auslese, Fuder 30 (E. Mueller)

Scharzhofberger, feine Auslese, Fuder 10 (E. Mueller)

Trittenheimer Apotheke, Auslese, Fuder 490 (Schmitt)

Trittenheimer Apotheke Altarchen, feinste Auslese, Fuder 487
(1. Schmitt)

Wehlener Sonnenuhr, feine Auslese, Fuder 15 (J. J. Pruem)

Wiltingen Kupp, Spatlese, Fuder | (Le Gallais)

1966

Bernkastler Batenhofchen, Spatlese, Fuder 6622
{(Friedrich Wilhelm Gymnasium)
Bernkastler Doktor, Auslese, Fuder 28 (Thanisch)
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1971 cont.

Brauneberger Juflfer, Auslese (Mertes)
Kanzemer Altenberg, Auslese (Bischoflisches Priesterseminar)
Dhronhofberger, Auslese (Bischofliches Priesterseminar)
Dom Scharzhofberger, Beerenauslese (Hohe Domkirche)
Eitelshacher Karthauserhofberger, Beerenauslese

{Werner Tyrell)
Erdener Treppchem, Trockenbeerenauslese

(Friedrich Wilhelm Gymnaium)
Filzener Urbelt, Spatlese (Permesang)
Graacher Domprobst, Auslese Eiswein (P. Licht-

Bergweiler Erben)
Graacher Himmelreich, Trockenbeerenauslese

{Friedrich Wilhelm Gymnasium)
Graacher Himmelreich, Beerenauslese (1. J. Prum)
Graacher Himmelreich, Auslese Eiswein (von Schorlemer)
Jesuitengarten, Beerenauslese (Friedrich Wilhelm Gymnasium)
Josephshofer, Beerenauslese (von Kesselstatt)
Kanzemer Sonnenberg, Spatlese (Karl Mueller)
Kaseler Nies'chen, Spatlese (von Beulwitz)
Kaseler Nies'chen, Spatlese (Bischofliches Priesterseminar)
Kaseler Nies'chen, Beerenauslese (von Kesselstatt)
Longuicher Herrenberg, Auslese Eiswein (Schmitt-Schenk)
Longuicher Hirschlay, Beerenauslese (Schmitt-Schenk)
Maximin Grunhauser Herrenberg, Auslese (von Schubert)
Oberemmeler Altenberg, Spatlese (JohannKirchen)
Oberemmeler Karlsberg, Auslese Eiswein (von Kesselstatt)
Ockfener Bockstein, Auslese Eiswein (Rheinart Erben)
QOckfener Bockstein, Beerenauslese (Rheinart Erben)
Ockfener Bockstein, Auslese (Staatlichen Weinbaudomanen)
Ockfener Bockstein, Spatlese (Winzerverein)
Piesporter Domherr im Goldtropfchen, Trockenbeerenauslese
{von Kesselstatt)

Piesporter Goldtropfchen, Beerenauslese (Bischofliches Konvikt)

Piesporter Goldtropfchen, Spatlese (Micholas)
Piesporter Goldtropfchen, Kabinett (Tobais)
Saarfeilser Marienberg, Beerenauslese (Rheinart Erben)
Scharzhofberger, Beerenauslese (von Kesselstatt)
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1953

Bretzenheimer Kronenberg, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fass 53110
{von Plettenberg)

Erbacher Siegelsberg, Auslese, Fass 2396
(Schloss Reinhartshausener)

Hochheimer Domdechaney, Trockenbeerenauslese
(Staatsweinguter)

Hochheimer Kirchenstuck, Trockenbeerenauslese (Werner)

Kreuznacher Kahlenberg, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fass 53111
(von Plettenberg)

Niersteiner Ober Rehback (Heyl)

Rauenthaler Gehrn, Trockenbeerenauslese (Schloss Eltz)

Rauenthaler Gehrn, Auslese (Staatsweinguter)

Rauenthaler Langenstuck, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fass 162
(Staatsweinguter)

Rauenthaler Steinhausen, Auslese (Staatsweinguter)

Steinberger, Edel Beerenauslese, Fass 56 (Staatsweinguter)

Steinberger, Trockenbeerenauslese (Staatsweinguter)

Steinberger, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fass 183 (Staatsweinguter)

1957
Rudesheimer Bischofsberg, feinste Auslese (Ehrhand)

1959

Assmannhausener Hollenberg, Spatburgunder, Spatlese
(Staatsweinguter) _

Assmannhausener Hollenberg, Spatburgunder, Auslese
(Staatsweinguter)

Erbacher Honigberg, Spatlese, Fass 436
(Schloss Reinhartshausener)

Erbacher Honigberg, Auslese (Schloss Reinhartshausener)

Erbacher Honigberg, Auslese, Fass 421
(Schloss Reinhartshausener)

Erbacher Honigberg, Beerenauslese, Fass 346
(Schloss Reinhartshausener)

Erbacher Honigberg, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fass 1938
{Winzergenossenschaft)

Erbacher Kahlig, Spatlese, Fass 248 (Schloss Reinhartshausener)

Erbacher Marcobrunn, Trockenbeerenauslese
{Schloss Reinhartshausener)
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1959 cont.

Rauenthaler Baiken, Spatlese, Fass 601 (Staatsweinguter)

Rauenthaler Baiken, Auslese (Staatsweinguter)

Rauenthaler Baiken, Trockenbeerenauslese (Staatsweinguter)

Rauenthaler Rothenberg, Spatlese (von Simmern)

Rauenthaler Rothenberg, Beerenauslese (von Simmern)

Rauenthaler Rothenberg, Trockenbeerenauslese (von Simmern)

Rauenthaler Wieshell, Spatlese (Schloss Eltz)

Rudesheimer Berg Rottland, Auslese, Fass 59164 (Ritter)

Schloss Vollrads, Cabinet, Fass 119 (Graf Matuschka-
Greiffenclau)

Schloss Vollrads, Auslese, Fass 47 (Graf Matuschka-
Greiffenclau)

Schloss Vollrads, Auslese, Fass 48 (Graf Matuschka-
Greiffenclau)

Schloss Vollrads, Beerenauslese (Graf Matuschka-Greiffenclau)

Schloss Vollrads, Beerenauslese, Fass 92 (Graf Matuschka-
Greiffenclau)

Schloss Vollrads, Trockenbeerenauslese (Graf Matuschka-
Greiffenclau)

Schloss Vollrads, Trockenbeerenauslese, Fass 143
{Graf Matuschka-Greiffenclau)

Steinberger, Spatlese (Staatsweinguter)

Steinberger, Auslese (Staatsweinguter)

Steinberger, Auslese, Fass 312 (Staatsweinguter)

Steinberger, Beerenauslese (Staatsweinguter)

Steinberger, Edel Beerenauslese (Staatsweinguter)

Steinberger, Trockenbeerenauslese (Staatsweinguter)

Winkeler Bienberg, feine Auslese (Krayer-Erben)

Winkeler Dachsberg, Beerenauslese (von Hessen)

Winkeler Hasensprung, Auslese (Uhl)

Winzenheimer Rosenheck, feine Spatlese, Fass 5922
(von Plettenberg)

Winzenheimer Rosenheck, Auslese, Fass 5926 (von Plettenberg)

Winzenheimer Rosenheck, Beerenauslese, Fass 5960, Rulander,
(von Plettenberg)

Winzenheimer Rotmayer, Spatlese (von Plettenberg)

Wurzburger Innere Leiste, Riesling, Spatlese (Staatlicher
Hofkeller)

1961
Hochheimer Domdechaney (Staatsweinguter)
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1966

Erbacher Honigberg, Auslese (Schloss Reinhartshausener)
Hallgartener Deutelsberg, Trockenbeerenauslese (Billdecheim)
Kiedricher Wasseros, Spatlese (Dr. Weil)
Rauenthaler Baiken, Auslese, Mauerwein, Fass 91
(Staatsweinguter)
Schloss Bockelheimer Kupfergrube (Staatsweinguter)
Schloss Vollrads, Cabinet (Graf Matuschka-Greiffenclau)
Schloss Vollrads, Auslese (Graf Matuschka-Greiffenclau)
Wachenheimer Luginsland, Auslese, Fass 465, Traminer
{Dr. Burklin Wolf)

1967

Bechtheimer Pilgerpfad, Natur (Schmitt)

Forster Langenacker, Beerenauslese (J. L. Wolf Erben)
Iphofer Kammer, Silvaner, Beerenauslese (Juliuspital)
Iphofer Kronsberg, Silvaner, Cabinet (Juliuspital)

Munster Pittersberg, Beerenauslese, Fass 7420 (Staatsweinguter)

Niederhauser Hermannshohle, Beerenauslese, Fass TN36
(Staatsweinguter)

Niederhauser Rossel, feine Spatlese, Fass 7N17 (Staatsweinguter)

Niersteiner Auflangen, feine Auslese, Fass 85 (Gessert)

Niersteiner Oelberg und Oberer, feine Beerenauslese, Fass 90
(Rembach)

Randersackerer Pfulben, Silvaner, Trockenbeerenauslese
(Juliuspital)

Rodelseer Kuchenmeister, Silvaner, Trockenbeerenauslese
(Juliuspital)

Rudesheimer Bischofsberg, feinste Auslese (Ehrhand)

Schloss Bockelheimer Kupfergrube, Spatlese, Fass TN19
(Staatsweinguter)

Schloss Bockelheimer Kupfergrube, feine Auslese, Fass TN11
(Staatsweinguter)

Wachenheimer Gerumpel, Auslese, Fass 533 (Dr. Burklin Wolf)

1969

Nieder-Saulheimer, Beerenauslese (Karl Kissel)
Saulheimer, Trockenbeerenauslese (Karl Kissel)
Winkeler Hasensprung, feine Spatlese (Hessisches)
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C. THE CONSISTENT STRENGTH OF CALIFORNIA

In writing of the wine of California, Robert Louis Stevenson commented on “the
inimitable fragrance and soft fire”” and likened the wine to “bottled poetry.” While
this literary evaluation may not impress a connoissieur, the more scientific
observations of Hugh Johnson, a noted English wine writer, attest to California's
pre-eminence among wine countries of the New World. He attributes this partly to
climatic and partly to social conditions. He further states, “Today, Northern
California is one of the world’s great cultural centers. The concentration of intelligent
demand, interest and discussion is a constant challenge to wine makers to improve
their wine. The best of California wines today are among the world’s best.”

The winemaking skills of California vintners are second to none. Students from
France and Germany are enrolled at the University of California’s Davis campus in
order to study under famous professors of viticulture and enology. The wines have
strong varietal character and bouquet and are more fruity than their French
counterparts. . They are also less harsh and are’drinkable earlier. Unfortunately,
the floor tax in California discourages the aging of wine, and vintages beyond five
years are rare and expensive.

However, when allowed to do so, California red and white wines age well. The
Cabernet Sauvignons develop a bouquet and character reminiscent of the great
Burgundies — rich in taste and aroma. Personal contact with proprietors of the best
California vinyards has ensured that this collection includes a full range of

outstanding vintages and a unique introduction to the finest wine this state has to
offer.
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